
IrIranan i is s a a cocoununtrtry y wiwithth a a m mararvevelolousus a arcrchihitetectctururalal h hisistotoryry; ; a a cocoununtrtry y whwhosose e anancicienent t cicititieses f feaeatuturere t thehe i ingngenenioiousus u usese o of f gegeomometetryry  
inin u uninititingng f fununctctioion n anand d aeaeststhehetiticscs. . HoHowewevever,r, t thehe i incncrereasasining g fafascscininatatioion n wiwithth t thehe W Wesest t anand d momodedernrnisism m hahas s didimimininishsheded t thehe  
rerelelevavancnce e ofof t thehesese s strtrucuctutureres s anand d ththe e wiwisdsdomom b behehinind d ththemem. . NeNevevertrthehelelessss, , ththe e ststududy y ofof t thehesese s strtrucuctutureres s anand d ththeieir r ororigiginins s arare e 
rerelelevavantnt t to o cocontntemempoporararyry a arcrchihitetectcturure.e. B By y ststududyiyingng t thehesese p patatteternrns,s, w we e cacan n pupursrsueue c conontetempmpororarary y ststruructctururalal o opppporortutuninititieses  
ththatat a alslso o brbrining g ththe e anancicienent t tetechchniniququeses b behehinind d ththesese e gegeomometetriricacalllly y ininnonovavatitiveve s strtrucuctutureres s toto l lifife.e.  

MoMoghghararnanass w wasas a a t tecechnhniqiqueue u usesed d inin a ancncieientnt P Perersisianan s strtrucuctutureres,s, i invnvenenteted d toto c cononnenectct s sququarare-e-shshapapeded p plalansns t to o dodomemes.s. E Eveventntuaualllly y 
trtranansfsforormimingng f frorom m a a fufuncnctitiononalal s strtrucuctuturere t to o anan o ornrnamamenentatal l elelememenent,t, h havavining g anan e enonormrmouous s ininfl fl ueuencnce e onon p peoeoplple e ararououndnd t thehe  
glglobobe,e, a andnd b bececamame e a a ststapaplele f feaeatuturere i in n IsIslalamimic c ararchchititecectuturere s spapannnnining g ththe e MiMiddddlele E Easast,t, C Cenentrtralal A Asisia,a,    AfAfriricaca, , anand d EuEuroropepe. . InIn t thehe  
cucurrrrenent t erera a ofof c culultuturaral l isisololatatioion n bebetwtweeeen n ththe e MiMiddddlele E Easast t anand d ththe e WeWestst, , susuchch s stutudidieses h havave e ththe e popotetentntiaial l toto p proromomotete i intnterer--
cucultltururalal u undndererststanandidingng a andnd l leaead d toto a a g grereataterer a abibililityty t to o rerelalatete t to o onone e ananototheher.r. A Arcrchihitetectcturure e plplayays s anan i impmporortatantnt r rolole e inin s senendidingng  
sosocicialal m mesessasageges,s, a andnd h hasas t thehe a abibililityty t to o ininfl fl ueuencnce e rerelalatitiononshshipips s acacrorossss b borordedersrs. . AfAfteter r alall,l,  MoMoghghararnanass s symymbobolilizezes s ththe e ununioion n ofof  
heheavavenen a andnd e eararthth..

FaFarsrshihid d MoMousussasavivi’s’s b booooksks, , “T“Thehe F Fununctctioion n ofof O Ornrnamamenent”t” a andnd
“T“Thehe F Fununctctioion n ofof F Fororm”m” c chahallllenengege t thehe n nototioion n ththatat f fororm,m, f fununctctioion,n,
orornanamementnt a andnd s strtrucuctuturere a arere d dififfeferiringng c comompoponenentnts s inin a arcrchihitetectcturure.e.
InIn o ordrderer t to o ststududy y ththe e cocontntesesteted d rerelalatitiononshshipips s MoMousussasavivi n nototeses, , II
wowoululd d exexplplorore e PePersrsiaian n ararchchititecectuturere b by y vivisisititingng r renenowownened d sisitetess
ththrorougughohoutut I Iraran,n, e exaxamimininingng e exixiststining g dodocucumementntatatioion,n, a andnd c cononduductctiningg
inintetervrvieiewsws w witith h lolocacal l ararchchititecectuturaral l hihiststororiaiansns a andnd p praractctititioionenersrs. . 
MyMy g goaoal l isis t to o fi fi ndnd d dococumumenentatatitionon r regegarardidingng t thehe o oririgiginanal l memeanans s ofof
coconsnstrtrucuctitionon, , anand d unundedersrstatandnd h howow t thihis s wawas s ororigigininalallyly a accccomomplplisishehed d 
wiwithth t thehe l limimititeded r resesouourcrceses o of f ththe e titimeme. . I I amam c cerertatainin w we e cacan n mamakeke
ususe e ofof t thehesese a ancncieientnt p pririncncipipleles s inin c conontetempmpororarary y ararchchititecectuturere. . 
InIn p prereviviouous s prprojojecectsts, , I I hahaveve e expxplolorered d ththe e ususe e ofof c conontetempmpororarary y 
mamateteririalals s anand d totoolols s inin c cononjujuncnctitionon w witith h gegeomometetriric c papatttterernsns a andnd
ststruructctururalal d devevelelopopmementnt b by y ususining g a a gegeomometetriric c momodudulele t to o crcreaeatete
ststeeeel l tutubebe s strtrucuctutureres s asas w welell l asas r ribibbebed d coconcncreretete p patatteternrns.s. I I h hopope e toto
ususe e ththe e knknowowleledgdge e gagainineded f frorom m ththisis f felellolowswshihip p toto d devevelelopop f fututurure e 
prprojojecect t coconcncepeptsts a andnd s strtrucuctuturaral l papatttterernsns..

AsAs a a d duaual l cicititizezen n ofof t thehe U Uniniteted d StStatateses a andnd I Iraran,n, I I w wououldld h havave e didiststininctct
adadvavantntagageses s stutudydyiningg MoMoghghararnanass i in n IrIranan. . I I wowoululd d hahaveve a accccesess s toto
prprevevioiousus s stutudidieses w wririttttenen i in n EnEnglglisish h anand d FaFarsrsi i anand d cocoululd d cocondnducuctt
inintetervrvieiewsws w witith h exexpepertrts s inin I Iraran,n, a andnd v visisitit a ancncieientnt a arcrchihitetectctururalal s sititeses
ununenencucumbmberereded b by y cucultltururalal a andnd l lininguguisistitic c babarrrrieiersrs. . AdAddidititiononalallyly, , IrIranan’s’s
hihighghlyly a accccomomplplisishehed d rereseseararchch p pubublilicacatitionons s arare e nonot t eaeasisilyly a accccesessisiblble e 
toto t thohosese o oututsisidede o of f IrIranan. . AsAs a an n IrIrananiaian n AmAmerericicanan, , I I wowoululd d bebe a ablble e toto
tatap p inintoto t theheirir w weaealtlth h ofof k knonowlwlededgege a andnd fi fi n ndidingngs s toto e extxtraractct r relelevevanantt
ininfoformrmatatioion n onon t thihis s totopipic.c.

FuFurtrthehermrmorore,e, c cururrerentnt t tecechnhnolologogy y avavaiailalablble e wowoululd d alallolow w fofor r 
susupeperirioror d dococumumenentatatitionon o of f ththesese e ststruructcturureses. . UsUsining g adadvavancncememenentsts
inin p phohototogrgrapaphihic c ininnonovavatitionon s sucuch h asas t thehe 3 36060-d-degegreree e tetechchnonolologygy a andnd
phphototogograrammmmetetryry, , I I wowoululd d bebe a ablble e toto u usese m my y fi fi ndndiningsgs t to o fufurtrtheher r 
cocontntininueue m my y rereseseararchch r regegarardidingng P Perersisianan g geoeomemetrtricic l logogicic a andnd t theheirir
ststruructctururalal i intntegegrirityty. . I I wowoululd d alalsoso b be e abablele t to o pupublblisish h phphototosos, , sksketetchcheses, , 
anand d didiagagraramsms, , nonot t ononlyly f foror a arcrchihitetectctururalal a andnd a acacadedemimic c auaudidienenceces,s,
bubut t alalsoso f foror t thehe g genenereralal p pubublilic c whwho o hahaveve b beeeen n ununabablele t to o ininteteraractct
wiwithth t thehe I Iraraninianan c comommumuninityty a andnd i itsts h hisistotoriric c ararchchititecectuturaral l sisitetes s dudue e 
toto p pololititicicalal d dififfefererencnceses. . 
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UNION THROUGH RESURRECTION

OTHER RESOURCES:

SHERVIN SHIRAZI
TOUR GUIDE

 ADEL MONSEFI & AMIN ZIAEI
LOCAL ARCHITECTS

AMIR MANSOORI
PROFESSOR & PRESERVATION EXPERT

HOJAT GOLCHIN
PROFESSOR & PRESERVATION EXPERT

MOHAMMAD ALI ABADI  
PROFESSOR OF ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE

AMIN MAHMOOD ZADE
PROFESSOR - HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ThThisis p prorojejectct h hasas t thehe p pototenentitialal t to o bebe a a b brereakakththrorougugh,h, a addddreressssiningg
ththe e mimiscscononceceptptioionsns s sururrorounundidingng I Iraran n anand d ththe e MiMiddddlele E Easast.t.

Mogharnas 
is Persian translation in lieu of Muqarnas from Arabic.


