ELEVATING THE GRANARY

A cross-cultural study of the details and
climate-sensitivity of vernacular granary
buildings in Western Europe.

The elevated granary type is a cross-cultural vernacular form that
provides a path forward for understanding regional methods for building more
sustainably and with a lower carbon footprint. As buildings situated specifically
in local means of production, studying them can re-focus our discussions on
pressing issues of how to build with local materials, how to perform passive
climate-control, and how to find both individual and regional expression
through that search. Displaying both remarkable consistency in total form and
remarkable variation in specificities, elevated granaries address issues not only
of regionality, but also of function, sustainability, and identity.

The granaryingeneralisatype of building meantforagricultural storage-
to hold dried grain through seasonal fluctuation from one harvest until the next.
Its logic, therefore, is inherently and cross-culturally one that distills the problem
of occupancy to the problem of climate-control in the most inhospitable parts
of the year. There is a particular, recurrent type of granary raised and separated
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a-scalar and ‘object’-like, and thus amenable to comparison. A region’s elevated
granary type epitomizes the architecture of that region. Because the elevated
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granary is present in many different cultures and regions, it displays remarkably
differentiated constructive patterns. The details of these granary constructions
therefore provide an excellent metric for understanding differences between
climates and cultures.
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