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Budget
Airfare   $3000
Hotels   $1000
Tour Guide  $1000
Site Visits  $500
Meals   $300
Emergency  $600

Dalat

Ho Chi Minh

 Corinthian columns, triangular pediments, and elaborately sculpted adornments—Neoclassical 
aesthe�cs in Southeast Asia serve as a canary in the mine for a period when the French exercised colonial 
power over Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. In par�cular, we aim to document Neoclassical architecture in 
the Southern region of Vietnam, specifically in the former capital of French colonial rule on the Indochi-
nese Peninsula, Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon). Our goal is to highlight the cultural details that make 
each structure uniquely Vietnamese while also exploring how tradi�onal Vietnamese design has been 
preserved, modified, or integrated into these colonial buildings.

 Our study will focus on iden�fying architectural features present in Vietnamese design prior to 
French coloniza�on, and how these features were applied, altered, or integrated into Neoclassical 
buildings. By comparing tradi�onal religious, poli�cal, and residen�al structures with their French 
colonial counterparts, we aim to uncover the synthesis of two dis�nct architectural tradi�ons. This 
research will provide insight into how this cultural fusion shaped the urban landscape of Southern 
Vietnam.

 Our research will concentrate on three key regions: Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City), Cholon (the 
historic Chinatown of Saigon), and Dalat, each offering unique insights into the intersec�on of French 
colonial and tradi�onal Vietnamese architectural styles. These areas were central to French colonial rule 
and con�nue to shape the cultural and architectural landscape of Southern Vietnam.

Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City)

 As the former capital of French Indochina, Saigon is a focal point for the study of French Neoclas-
sical architecture. The city is home to numerous buildings that reflect French colonial power while 
adap�ng to the local environment. Key sites include: The Saigon Central Post Office (1908), The Ho Chi 
Minh City Opera House (1883), The Notre-Dame Cathedral Basilica of Saigon (1880), The Former 
French Colonial Buildings Along Dong Khoi Street 

Cholon (Chinatown of Saigon)

 Cholon, the historic Chinatown of Saigon, provides a unique opportunity to explore the intersec-
�on of French, Chinese, and Vietnamese architectural styles. In this area, we aim to document how 
French colonialism influenced local Chinese-Vietnamese designs. Notable sites include:
Binh Tay Market, the Cholon Pagodas

Dalat

 Unlike the urban centers of Saigon and Cholon, Dalat offers a unique case study in French 
colonial architecture. Developed as a highland resort town, Dalat was designed to provide respite from 
the tropical heat, which led to a dis�nct architectural style. This city’s cooler climate and func�on as a 
colonial retreat required different architectural considera�ons, making it an essen�al area for our 
research. Key sites in Dalat include: The Dalat Railway Station (1930s), The Domaine de Marie Church, 
The Dalat Palace Hotel (1922)

 By studying Neoclassical architecture in Southern Vietnam, we aim to document an essen�al 
aspect of the country’s colonial history and architecture. Our research will foster a greater apprecia�on 
for how architectural design evolves over �me and space, influenced by both colonial power and local 
tradi�ons. This project will contribute to a deeper understanding of architectural iden�ty, and the 
dynamic rela�onship between indigenous and colonial architectural styles in Southeast Asia
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